L}

Page 10of 7

Newspaper Clips

March 11, 2012

Business Standard ND 11-Mar-12

P-5

[T researchersin MITs list
of young Indian innovators

BS REPORTER
Mumbai, 10 March

Four researchers from the Indian Institute of

Technology (II'T), Mumbai, feature in a list of 20
young Indian innovators, announced by the
India edition of Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) Technology Review, Three of
them are from IIT Mumbai, while the fourth is
from IIT Kanpur.

The list includes innovators from biomedi-
cine, communications, computing, energy,
materials, transportation and the web, While
VSK Murthy Balijepalli of ITT Mumbai was cho-
sen to be part of the list for developing a novel
method to forecast electricity price, grid fre-
quency and load which can assist in making
power grids smarter, Nitin Joshi (also of IIT
Mumbai) made it to the list for developing dual
compartment nanostructures which can encap-
sulate two anticancer drugs, paclitaxel and cur-
cumin, and deliver them in combination to
lung cancer patients. Conventional chemother-
apy is limited due to its non specificity, poor
pharmacokinetics and multi-drug resistance.

The Innovator of the Year Aniruddha Sharma
from Ducere Technologies, Bangalore, created a
haptic shoe for the visually impaired. The haptic
feedback guides the user to the destination by
vibrating in front, back, or on either side of the
shoe, indicating the user needs to turn.

The only woman innovator in this year’s list
is Priyanka Sharma, 28, from CSIR-run Institute
of Microbial Technology in Chandigarh. She

developed a plastic chip which uses simple
assay techniques to detect toxic materials in
the environment quickly and cost effectively.
Social Innovator of the year Venkatesan Oosur
Vinayagam, 28, developed a multilingual
speech recognition technology enabled mobile
music service that is based on the classic Indian
musical game of antakshari. The innovation in
Mobile Antaksharl lies in adding the right
usability and technology elements.

These 20 technologists would present their
innovations at the Emerging Technologies con-
ference EmTech India 2012 at Bangalore laterthis
month. The conference will be addressed by a
team of eminent scientists from Cambridge, USA
based Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). The India TR 35 program started in 2010
and in the last two years, Technology Review India
hasidentified 37 young innovators. India lists have
so far been dominated by innovators from small
and medium size private research institutions.

“It is heartening to see ITTs solving unique
Indian problems. This culture of innovation in
public institutions will enthuse thousands of
bright students pursuing technical pro-
grammes,” said Pradeep Gupta, Publisher of
Technology Review India and a distinguished
alumnus of IIT Delhi.

This year Technology Review India received
over 250 nominations from all over India. Over
a period of three months, a panel of 23 expert
judges identified 20 individuals who have
developed technologies that are likely to bene-
fit the society at large.
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Sibal works hard
onh pending bills

NITIN MAHAJAN
NEW DELHI, MARCH 10

Unjon HRD minister Kapil
Sibal is likely to push for
further reform in higher
education in the forthcom-
ing Budget Session by hop-
ing to evolve a consensus
on almost a dozen bills
still pending before
Parliament.

The UPA government’s
ambitious plan for reform
higher education in the
cour®ry has been delayed
with important bills stuck
at various stages in the
Parliament, Over the past
few months, Mr Sibal is
understocod to  have
engaged in several rounds
of consultation with MPs
to ensure that these hills
are passed in the Budget
Session of Parliament,
which begins on Monday.

Several important bills,

like the Educational
Tribunals Bill, Foreign
Education Institutions

{Regulation of Entry and
Operations) Bill 2010, the

Education Malpractices.

Bill, the Accreditation
Bill, the high profile
National , Academic

Depository (Amendment)
Bill, 2011, and National
Council “for Higher
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Education and Research
2011 are still pending
before the Parliament.

Despite a serious
attempt, the Union human
resource development

ministry was unable to get
even a single bill passed
during the last Winter
Session of the Parliament,
putting additional pres-
sure on Mr Sibal for push-
ing the UPA’s education
reform agenda.

These important legisla-
tion have been pending, in
some cases for over two
years, despite the fact that
Mr Sibal had worked over-
time to placate Congress
MPs and Opposition mem-
bers, Sources pointed out

that Mr Sibal has held sev-
eral rounds, of meetings
with MPs, cutting across
party lines, to ensure that
their queries regarding
various pending bills were
resolved properly. Several
of these bills have come
under repeated attacks
from the Opposition and
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ruling party members,

ever since Mr Sibal injtiat-
ed the reform process. It is
understood that currently
there are about 12 bills at
various stages of legisla-
tive and consultation
process in the Parliament
and the delay in their
clearance has pushed the
educational reform agen-
da back by several years.-

Some of these bills, like
the NCHER Bill, which
aims at creating an over-
arching body for higher
education regulation in
the country, have been
facing multi-pronged
opposition. The NCHER
Bill has faced stiff opposi-
tion from Union health
ministry, forcing the min-
istry to drop Health educa-
tion from its ambit. The
bill is currently also fac-
ing stiff resistance from
the Bar Council of India,
the legal education regula-
tor in the country.
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IISERSs to pick toppers in
engineering entrance test

Aarti Dhar

NEW ELHI: The Indian Institutes of
Science Lducation and Research
(IISkRs) have agreed to pick up a
percentage of their students from
toppers in the national commion
entrance test for engineering, to be
held from the next academic
session.

Currently, IISERs take students
who ¢ualify in the 1IT-JEE or
Kishore Vaigyanic Protsahan Yoja-
na, or those applicants who have
high aggregate scores in Class XII
examination of CBSE or Siate
Boards,

With the Human Resource De-
velopment Ministry deciding to
conduct a national common test
for ceniral engineering institu-
tions, instead of the Joint Enfrance
Examination (JEE) conducted by
the Indian Institutes of Technol-
ogy (I1Ts), the All India Engineer-
ing Entrance Examination
{(AIELELE), and the Indian Institutes
of Information Technology, the

best ranking students would be
picked up by the five II1SERs across
the country. The finer details are
being worked out,

The commeon entrance test will
cover admissions to 15 11 Ts, 30 Na-
fional Institutes of Technology and
four Indian Institutes of Informa-
fion Technology, Weightage will
also be given to State Lducation
Board results. The State govern-
ments and private institutions can,
however, decide whether or not to
join the common entrance test
regime,

HRID Minister Kapil Sibal foid
ITSER Directors that to help facil-
itate awarding degrees {o the stu-
dents, the government was leaving
no stone unturned in getting the
NIT Amendment Bill, 2007 passed
in the budget session of Pariia-
ment. The IISERs arve vet to be gov-
erned by anv law that would entitle
them to grant a degree to the stu-
denfs, though the first batch has
already passed out after complet-
ing a five-yearintegrated course.
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[IM-Raipur
makes rural
stint must

Bangalore: IIM-Raipur has
made a rural stint mandatory
for its students, Students of the
Postgraduate Programme, the
flagship course at Indian Insti-
tutes of Management, will have
to spend one week in rural In-

dia ‘to understand the spirit of .

trueIndia’,

“Rural marketing is the
buzzword. Many marketing
managers are disconnected
from the real world. When they
plan to enter the rural market,
they devise strategies sitting in
corporate offices for a market
they have seen only in
‘Swades’,” said B S Sahay, direc-
tor, IM-Raipur,

The course will be done in
partnhership with Padma Shri
awardee from Chhattisgarh
Pholbasan Yadav, whohas been
working with over 10,000 wom-
enon self-help groups.

In this course, students are
expected to take up a project of
their choice and prepare a re-
port on what new ideas can be
implemented in the village.
The programmme will be for-
mally launched in the next aca-
demic sessionandstudents will
spend one week in Rajnand-
gaon, Chhattisgarh. .
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93% aspirants
fail teacher’s
eligibility test

Manash Pratim Gohaln | Tnn

New Delhi: Withastaggering93%
of aspiringschool teachersfailing
to clear the Central Teacher Eligi-
bility Test(CTET) 2012, the quality
of teacher training in the country
has come under the scanner.

The results of the competency
test conducted by the Central
Board of Secondary Education,
declared on Tuesday, show that
justaround 7% of the 7.85lakh ma-
nagingtoclear theexam.

Of the 8,61,231 aspirants regis-
tered of which 76,004 could not ap-
pearinthetestduetothe assembly
elections in five states. Of the
7,85,227 aspirants who appeared
only 55,422 managed to clear ei-
ther paperlI or paper Il or both.

What's even more worrying
that this year’s performance is
worse than the CTET in 2011,
which recorded around 9% pass
percentage. Meanwhile, after the

dismal show last year, the Minis-,

try of Human Resource Develop-
ment has already asked the CBSE
to analyse the results institution
wise and has decided to provide
feedbacks to teacher education in-
stitutions sothatthey can improve
ontheir teaching and training.

The CTET was introduced in
2011 by the ministry toimprove the
quality of teaching inschoolsafter
the enactment of the Right to Edu-
cation Act.

The CTET certification has
been made mandatory to become a
teacher for classes I to VIII in any
central government school, while
the CBSE affiliated schools can ei-
ther recruit teachers based on the
CTET or the respective test con-
ducted by the states. '

In fact, the Delhi government
too decided to adopt the CTET for
recruitment of teachers for gov-
ernmentrunand aided schools,

The CTET comprised two pa-
pers, paper I for teachers for class-
esItoV and paper Il for classes VI
to VIIIL Aspirants who wish to get
certified for classes I to VIII need
toclearboth the papers.

The objective is to test their
knowledge on the syllabi — En-
glish, mathematics and environ-
mental science.
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2 Ganga Authority members quit over ex-lIT professor’s fast
NEW DELHI: Two non-official members of National Ganga
River Basin Authority (NGBRA) headed by Prime Minister

anmohan Singh on Satarday resigned
lled to intervene to end fast up to death of former IIT
fessor GD Aggarwal. Aggarohu it dtavted his protest

rthe Centre .

ro-

Haridwar — amid assembly polls — accusing the Centre for
failing to act on its promise to save Ganga from exploitation
gnd maintain minimum flow to save the river.

Washington, March 10: A
strong space weather
storm packed a late punch
overnight and ended up
being the most significant
geomagnetic event since
2004, US experts said,
warning more disruption
was coming this weekend.
The fusillade of radiation
frem the sun caused limit-
ed power grid upsets,
forced airlines to reroute
around the poles and
sparked vivid displays of
., the NorthernLights ih
some parts of the world,
The event began late
Tuesday with a series of
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Solar storm-causes power grid upsets

explosions on the sun that
sent charged particles
hurtling teward earth, but
the storm appeared to fiz-
zle on arrival Thursday,
causing no power outages
or problems with GPS nav-
igation systems as expect-
ed,

Conditions changed late
Thursday that boosted the
ferocity of the storm, rais-
ing it to the initially fore-
cast G3 level of “strong” on
a scale of one to five, said
Bob Rutledge who heads
the space weather forecast
office at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric

P-9
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- Administration (NOAA).
“We ended up getting
some of the strong storm-
ing that was expected,” he

said  explaining that
change was du¢ to a flip in
the magnetic field inside
the coronal mass ejection
that burst off from the sun.
“When you look at the
storm overall for length
and strength, it is arguably
the strongest stormm since

November 2004,” he said. .

People across the north-
ern US states of Wisconsin,
Michigan and Washington
reported seeing the night-
time light show caused by
the aurora borealis when
highly charged particles
interact with the earth’s
magnetic field, creating a

colourful glow.

And although power
industry operators have
“certainly seen these dis-
turbances on their sys-
tems... It shouid all he well
within what they are capa-
ble of handling,” Mr
Rutledge added.

As the current storm
wound down Friday, Mr
Rutledge warned there
was a potential- for more
disruptions by Sunday due
to a flare overnight from
the same region on the
sun, known as 1429, that
has been acting up since
early in'the week, 2 AFP
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Naik will continue as Executive Chairman of the group

Special Correspondent

MuMBAL: K. Venkataramanan
will take over as the Chief Iix-
ecutive Officer and Managing
Director of engineering con-
glomerate Larsen & Toubro
(L&T) from April 1, 2012, He
will succeed A, M. Naik who
will step down as Managing
Director, but continue as Iix-
ecutive Chairman  of the
group.

The decision by the board
of divectors of L&T to bifur-
cate the position of Chaivman
& Managing Director brings
to an end weeks of specula-
tion regarding a successor to
take over from Mr. Naik, 70,
who has been at the helm as
CEO and Managing divector
since 1999 and as Chairman
and Managing Divector since
2003,

Mr., Venkataramanan, 67,
at present, President, Hydro-
carbons and whole-time di-
rector on the company's
board, is a chemical engineer
from ITT {Delhi). He joined
L&T as a graduate engineer
{rainee. He was elevated to

A. M, Naik (right), Executive Chairman, L&T
Group, with K. Venkataramanan, Presideit,
Hydrocarbons, L&T, at o press conference in
Mumbai on Friday. — PHOTO: PAUL NORONHA

the board as a whole=time di-
rector in 1995. According to
Mr. Venkataramanan, “the
appointment has come inata
time when there are opportu-
nities in the long-term and
volatility in the short-term. It
is going to be a challenging
period but we have a capable
team.”

L&T undertook project
Takshya to simplify ils port-

folio and created 10 inde-
pendent companies (1Cs) and
seven subsidiaries to bring fo-

~cus, autonomy and account-

ability in functioning, While
the project is stil on, changes

-in the economic environment

have necessitated L&T to un-
dertake a mid-term review of
the strategic plan which is
now under finalisation. The
Lakshya project will be com-

pleted by 2015, The search for
a suitable MD & CEO started
more than & vear ago and was
overseen by a high-powered
non-executive divectors com-
mittee which has one mem-
ber on the board of each IC,
The chairman did not partici-
pate in the selection process.

The board also decided to
continue with Mr. Naik as Ex-
ecutive Chairman of the
group for five years till he re-
aches the age of 75, The com-
pany's policy is that the
chairman, executive or non-
executive, will retive at the
age of 75.

Mr. Venkataramanan will
be responsible for the busi-
nesses of the company. Mr.
Naikwill focus on completing
the portfolic restructuring,
institutionalising  the IC
structure, mentoring and de-
veloping the leadership team.

L&T Infotech

On plans for L&T Infotech,
the group’s 1T venture, Mr.
Naik said the aim was to grow
it to about a $2 billion busi-
ness, “Over the last two years,

the IT industry went through
some  stagnation. We  will
closge this year at around $830
million and cross $1 billion
next year.”

Asked whether L&T Info-
tech was looking to acquire
Hexaware Technologies, Mr.
Naik said, “There is news in
the market that they have ap-
pointed bankers for a poten-
tial  sale. We have not
appointed any bankers. We
ook at every opportunity as
an integration possibility.”
Roy clevated

As a part of its succession
plan, the board approved the
elevation of Shailendra Roy
as awhole-time director, with
immediate effect. Mr. Roy is
now Senior Vice-President-
Power Development Dusi-
ness, Corporate Affairs &
Corporate Initiatives, He is
also & member of the Exec-
utive Management Commit-
tee of L&T. Before joining
L&T, he was Managing Dirvec-
for & CEO of Bharat Heavy
Dlates & Vessels Ltd, (BHPY)
from 2002 to 2004.



